l8                      ESSAY ON WARREN HASTINGS
important part in all the revolutions which, sincex 1
time of Surajah Dowlah, had taken place in Bengax
To the consideration which in that country belongs to
high and pure caste, he added the weight which is
5 derived from wealth, talents, and experience. Of his
moral character it is difficult to give a notion to those
who are acquainted with human nature only as it appears
in our island. What the Italian is to the Englishman,
what the Hindoo is to the Italian, what the Bengalee is
10 to other Hindoos, that was Nuncomar to other Bengalees.
The physical organization of the Bengalee is feeble even
to effeminacy. He lives in a constant vapour-bath. His
pursuits are sedentary, his limbs delicate, his movements
languid. During many ages he has been trampled upon
15 by men of bolder and more hardy breeds.   Courage,
independence, veracity, are qualities to which his con-
,    stitution and his situation are equally unfavourable.   His
mind bears a singular analogy to his body.   It is weak
even to helplessness for purposes of manly resistance;
20 but its suppleness and its tact move the children of
sterner climates to admiration not unmingled with
contempt All those arts which are the natural defence
of the weak are more familiar to this subtle race than to
the Ionian of the time of Juvenal, or to the Jew of the
25 dark ages. What the horns are to the buffalo, what the
paw is to the tiger, what the sting is to the bee, what
beauty, according to the old Greek song, is to woman,
deceit is to the Bengalee. Large promises, smooth
excuses, elaborate tissues of circumstantial falsehood,
so chicanery, perjury, forgery, are the weapons, offensive
and defensive, of the people of the Lower Ganges. All
. those millions do not furnisfcf.one sepoy to the armies of
the Company. But as usurers, as money-changers, as
sharp legal practitioners, no class of human beings can
85 bear a comparison with them.   With all his softness, the